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B Responsive to communication(s) filed on May 23. 1997 

□ This action is FINAL 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed 
in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Qu$$Q35 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 

A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire 3 month(s), or thirty days, whichever is 

longer, from the mailing date of this communication. Failure to respond within the period for response will cause the 
application to become abandoned. (35 U.S.C. § 133). Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions of 
37CFR 1.136(a). 
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IS Claim(s) 1-17 



is/are pending in the applicat 



Of the above, claim(s) 
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□ Claim(s) 

□ Claims 



is/are withdrawn from consideration 
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is/are rejected. 
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are subject to restriction or election requirement. 
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(S See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 
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□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Drawings 

1 . This application has been filed with informal drawings which are acceptable for 
examination purposes only. Formal drawings will be required when the application is allowed. 



2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



3. Claims 1 - 2, 4 - 6, 8 - 12, and 14 - 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kosaka et al ( US 5267148; hereinafter Kosaka) in view of Higgins ( US 
5270922; hereinafter Higgins). 

4. Regarding claims 1, 8, and 15, Kosaka teaches a computer aided real-time decision 
support system and method which comprises a user computer for specifying a market condition to 
be monitored (51, figure 1 ); a host computer system for receiving and storing the market 
condition specified for monitoring ( 50, figure 1; col 3, lines 40 - 55); said host computer system, 
upon receipt of the specified market condition to be monitored, generating and transmitting 
confirmation data for receipt by said user computer (col. 9, lines 25 - 27); and a transmitter 
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responsive to said signal for transmitting notification of the specified market condition (col. 10, 
lines 34 - 43). Claim 5 adds the limitation of a telecommunication link between said user 
computer and said host computer system ( 55, figure 10; col. 7, lines 19 - 23). Claims 1 1 and 16 
add the limitation of a user computer for specifying a market condition to be monitored and a 
corresponding client ID ( col. 10, lines 1 - 2). 

5. Moreover, Kosaka et al fails to specifically teach an electronic source of updated market 
data; and a monitoring program executable on said host computer system for comparing the 
specified market condition and said source of updated market data to determine if the specified 
market condition is found in said source of updated market data, said monitoring program 
generating a signal if the specified market condition is found to exist. 

6. However, Higgins teaches, in an art related field of market data notification, a system for 
distributing, processing and displaying financial information which comprises an electronic source 
of updated market data ( figure 4; col. 8, lines 16 - 24); and a monitoring program executable on 
said host computer system for comparing the specified market condition and said source of 
updated market data to determine if the specified market condition is found in said source of 
updated market data, said monitoring program generating a signal if the specified market 
condition is found to exist ( figure 4; col. 8, lines 38 - 63) for the purpose of providing apparatus 
and methodology to communicate and display information useful for securities brokers, investors, 
and others concerned with financial markets. 
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7. Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have included an electronic source of updated market data; and a 
monitoring program executable on said host computer system for comparing the specified market 
condition and said source of updated market data to determine if the specified market condition is 
found in said source of updated market data, said monitoring program generating a signal if the 
specified market condition is found to exist in Kosaka et al's system as evidenced by Higgins 
because Kosaka et al suggests a program which is used for receiving a communication request by 
another work station and updating the contents of the communication state management and 
Higgins teaches and electronic source of updated market data and a monitoring program 
executable on said host computer for the purpose of providing apparatus and methodology to 
communicate and display information useful for securities brokers, investors, and others 
concerned with financial markets. 

8. Regarding claims 2, 6, 12, and 17, Kosaka et al and Higgins teach all the limitations, and 
Higgins further teaches a program executable on said user computer for providing share price 
momentum as market condition to be monitored ( col. 8, lines 38 - 43). 

Regarding claims 4 and 9, Kosaka et al and Higgins teach all the limitations, and Kosaka 
further teaches a computer aided real-time decision support system and method wherein said user 
computer is a financial representative's computer ( col. 9, lines 59 - 68). 
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Regarding claims 10 and 14, Kosaka et al and Higgins teach all the limitations, and 
Kosaka further teaches a computer aided real-time decision support system and method wherein 
said user computer includes a communication server ( 40 or 41, figure 5; col. 4, lines 9 - 52). 
9. Claims 3, 7, and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kosaka et al ( US 5267148; hereinafter Kosaka) and Higgins ( US 5270922; hereinafter Higgins) 
as applied to claim 1, above, and further in view of Vanden Heuvel et al ( US 5281962; 
hereinafter Vanden Heuvel). 

Regarding claims 3, 7, and 13 Kosaka et al and Higgins teach all the limitations but fail to 
specifically teach a system wherein said user computer specifies the market condition to be 
monitored in electronic mail format. 

However, Vanden Huevel et al teaches, in an art related field of providing information to 
users, a reliable information service message delivery system wherein said user computer specifies 
the market condition to be monitored in electronic mail format ( col. 3, lines 24-38) for the 
purpose of reliably delivering information service messages to communication receiver in a 
communication system. 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have used a system 
wherein said user computer specifies the market condition to be monitored in electronic mail 
format in Kosaka et al and Higgins' s system as taught by Vanden Huevel for the purpose of 
reliably delivering information service messages to communication receiver in a communication 
system. 



Serial Number: 08/863,037 
Art Unit: 2735 



Page 6 



Contact Information 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yves Dalencourt whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
8547 The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 7:30AM 
to 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Horabik, can be reached on (703) 305-4704. The fax phone number 
for this Group is (703) 305-3988. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 
305-8576. 
Yves Dalencourt 



July 20, 1998 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
GROUP 2700 




